
Veterans Services

  Welcome  Home
        Thank you for your service.  As your  Representative in Congress, I  am committed to serving you as best I  can, and making sure you have  access to all benefits you  earned.

Our nation owes a tremendous debt to the sacrifices of generations of brave men and women who wore the uniform of their country and to the young people who are deployed right now fighting to protect us at home.  I have the honor of serving as the Chairman of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.  This position gives me the opportunity and duty to advocate on behalf of veterans to make sure our country never forgets their dedication, honor and sacrifice.

I hope that this page can serve as a resource for veterans in the Hudson Valley to educate themselves and make use of the variety of benefits they have earned.  Also, please do not hesitate to contact me  for assistance in applying for healthcare or benefits.

  
      
        

Your Benefits:

Veterans who  served on active duty are eligible for a wide variety of benefits,  particularly if they were injured in the course of their duties.  While  we can never fully compensate for the tremendous sacrifice made by our  veterans, I am proud to be working hard to make sure that you have  timely access to the best  possible benefits.

These benefits can be for disability, pension, life  insurance, home loans and many others.  Learn more from the VA about your eligibility for these benefits .  Also, New York State  offers many benefits to veterans.

Your Healthcare: 

Everyone who has served their country honorably should be eligible for the best healthcare this nation can provide.  The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) runs a nationwide system of hospitals, community health centers and mental health clinics, including a number in the Hudson Valley.  Find more information about the VHA  and the Hudson Valley VA Healthcare
System .

Your Education: 

A great education is one of most important promises we make to the young men and women who take up arms in defense of this country.  After WWII, the GI Bill helped build America into the most successful and prosperous country in the history of the world.

In 2009, the new Post 9/11 GI Bill  went into effect to offer the same promise of a world class education to veterans of the current wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  The older Montgomery GI Bill  is still in effect as well.  Finally, 
New York State  offers educational benefits.

Your Job: 
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https://forms.house.gov/johnhall/webforms/issue_subscribe.htm
http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1177
http://www.vba.va.gov/VBA/
http://www.veterans.ny.gov/state-benefits.html
http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1178
http://www1.va.gov/health/
http://www.hudsonvalley.va.gov/index.asp
http://www.hudsonvalley.va.gov/index.asp
http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1179
http://www.gibill.va.gov/
http://www.gibill.va.gov/post-911/montgomery-gi-bill/
http://www.veterans.ny.gov/education/education-main.html
http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1182


Veterans Services

Serving in the Military should not be an impediment to a civilian  career.  It is important you know your rights.  If you had a job when  you deployed, that job should still be available to you when you return  from overseas.  If you were deployed for fewer than 5 years, your job  must still be waiting for you when you return.  The US  Department of Labor  enforces these regulations and may be able to  answer any questions you may have.

Veterans have a number of hiring preferences available to them.  Federal and State governments have programs in place to hire veterans,  and to award contracts to businesses owned by veterans.  There are also a  number of vocational rehabilitation programs available to help veterans  recover from injuries or retrain veterans to work in civilian jobs.  These programs are an important way to say thank you and to help ease  the transition back to civilian life.

Veterans Service Organizations: 

There are many Veterans Service Organizations (VSO) dedicated to advocacy on behalf of veterans.  These organizations work hard in Washington and Albany to make sure that the government lives up to its promise to take care of veterans, and can also help you when applying for your benefits or healthcare.  VSOs can also serve as power of attorney on a claim. Counties in New   York also operate County Veteran Service Offices (CVSO) who can assist you with your claim.

Counselors from NYS Department of Veterans Affairs are available at Castle Point and Montrose VA hospitals to help veterans file compensation claims.  It is recommended that veterans file a claim through a service officer who can act as power of attorney for the sake of the claim.

Getting counseling from a veteran service officer is critical.  They can help walk you through the complexity of the claims process and file an effective claim.  Using a veteran service officer can often make the difference between having your claim approved quickly and accurately, and getting lost in the VA bureaucracy.

Veterans who are just leaving the service should talk to a service officer at their earliest convenience, and bring their DD214 form with them.

Family Members and Caregivers: 

The return of loved one from overseas deployment can be often be nearly as jarring for the family of a soldier as it is for the soldier.  Fortunately, there are many federal, state and non-profit organizations that can assist the family of a soldier or veteran, whether during deployment or after they have returned home.

On the frontlines overseas or the frontlines at home, there are many organizations that can give an entire family the tools to to better understand and cope with the changes that combat can bring.  Members of the Armed Forces stand up for us to keep our nation safe when they are overseas, and it is important that when they return home we stand up for them.

Memorials and Cemetaries: 

Memorials provide a place for veterans and others to gather and give thanks to those who have sacrificed for our country.  There are many monuments and memorials in Washington, DC and throughout the country that honor veterans.

Cemetaries provide a final resting place for veterans to lie peacefully and with dignity.  They also provide familiy members and friends with a place to mourn the loss of their loved ones.
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http://www.dol.gov/vets/programs/userra/userra_fs.htm
http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1185
http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1181
http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1183


Veterans Services

Congressman Hall listens to participants at a veterans roundtable in Poughkeepsie on June 3, 2010  
      
    

Are you an Operation Iraqi or Enduring Freedom  veteran? Are you a
wounded warrior ?

 

  
      
    Links

Department of Veterans Affairs

NYVA

DOD Wounded   Warrior Resource Center

Local Veterans Service Organizations
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http://www.oefoif.va.gov/
http://www.woundedwarriorresourcecenter.com/
http://www.va.gov/
http://www.veterans.ny.gov/
http://www.woundedwarriorresourcecenter.com/
http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1180


Veterans Services

National Veterans Service Organizations

Hudson Valley VA Facilities 

VA Suicide Hotline - 1-800-273-TALK (8255)

VA Homeless Vet Hotline  - 1-877-4AID VET (1-877-424-3838)

New York Substance Abuse Hotline 1-877-846-7369

Emergency Contact - 911

  
          
    

“A veteran is someone who, at one point in his or her life wrote a blank  check made payable to "The United States of America" for an amount of  "up to and including my life."  Unknown Author
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http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1185
http://johnhall.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1184
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/
http://www1.va.gov/homeless/
http://www.oasas.state.ny.us/pio/needhlp.cfm


Veterans Services

Congressman Hall meets with members of Disabled American Veterans in 2007

  
        
    

 

***This section of my website is new, and may still be missing important information and resources that may be helpful to veterans.  If something is overlooked, please contact my office . ***
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https://forms.house.gov/johnhall/webforms/issue_subscribe.htm

